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ERBIL, Iraq—“In the United States, 
we’re starting to see day-care centers on 
assisted-living properties because seniors 
and kids get along well together,” said 
Gary York, area engineer in the Army 
Corps of Engineers’ Erbil Resident Office. 

Erbil’s Governor Nawzad Hadi liked that 
idea and today the Erbil Orphanage and 

Senior Center project is 30 percent on its 
way to being home for 165 boys and 180 
girls up to 18-years-old, and 60 elderly 
citizens. 

“The orphanage is the first of its kind 
that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has 
managed in Iraq, as far as I know, and we 
decided to combine it with a senior center, 
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At the heart of the one-of-a-kind Erbil Orphanage and Senior Center property is the round multi-purpose hall 
(under construction in foreground), encircled by a play yard and six, three-story residential houses (seen in back-
ground). The combined orphanage and senior center will be home for 165 boys, 180 girls, and 60 elderly citizens 
when completed in September. (USACE photo) 
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since the elderly and the small children 
like each other,” York said. 

At the heart of the property is a large, 
round multi-purpose hall, encircled by six, 
three-story residential houses and a play 
yard. “We changed the site orientation a 
couple of times so that the small chil-
dren’s playground is in front of the sen-
iors’ home,” York said.  The multi-purpose 
hall features music rooms and computer 
labs, while the seniors’ home has a hy-
draulic elevator, as well as the expected 
wider doors and both handicap-accessible 
tubs and showers. 

“The Americans With Disabilities Act is, 
of course, unfamiliar to the Iraqi people,” 
York said, “but there are many handicap 
access features built into the facility, as 
well as fire alarms and high-quality hard-
ware, windows and doors…and each resi-
dential house has a kitchenette so that 
residents can have their tea, or just feel 
at home,” he added. 

York said another feature unique to 
this Reconstruction project is a pressur-
ized water system instead of the rooftop 
water tanks normally seen in Iraq. “We 
went a different way on that feature be-
cause rooftop water tanks eventually 
cause structural damage if they’re not 
meticulously maintained.” 

The functional facility has a modern 
design. “It will be an attention-getter … 
and it’s nice to have a beautiful building 
or structure that pleases people when 
they see it,” he added. 

Colonel Mike Pfenning, commander of 
the USACE Gulf Region North district, vis-
ited the project site last month. “This is a 
complex project being done very well by 
the contractor,” he said. “Projects such as 
this have a long-term impact on the local 
residents.” 

The Erbil Resident Office has project 
and construction management responsi-
bility for this project, as well as nine oth-
ers in the Erbil province that are currently 
either ongoing or in the planning stages. 
Since 2005, the Erbil Resident Office has 
completed 89 reconstruction projects in 
Erbil province, totaling more than $315 
million. This $3.7 million project, funded 
through the Economic Support Fund, is 
scheduled for completion in September. 

Note:  LuAnne Fantasia is the public affairs officer with the Gulf Region (North) district, U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Iraq. For more information, contact her at (540) 542-1437 or email requests to 
CEGRD.PAO@tac01.usace.army.mil. For more information on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Iraq, visit 
www.grd.usace.army.mil. 
 


